JACK HALL
it, which made him rise and roar out his fellow-apprentice
had killed him. Running out to his master in his agony,
his fellow-apprentice followed him, and was innocently
secured, till a further examination of the matter. In the
meanwhile Jack Hall made his escape out of a window,
taking only two pieces of velvet along with him.
He was also very good for the 4t lob," which is going
with a consort into any shop to change a pistole or guinea,
and havinsr about half of his change the consort cries :
" What need you to change ? I have silver enough to defray
our charges where we are going." Upon this the other
throws the money back again into the money-box, but with
such dexterity that he has one of the pieces, whether shilling
or half-crown, sticking in the palm of his hand, which he
carries clean off, without any suspicion of fraud. Again, he
was very expert at the " whalebone lay/' which is having
a thin piece of whalebone daubed at the end with bird-
lime, and going into a shop with a pretence to buy some-
thing, make the shopkeeper, by wanting this and that
thing, turn his back often; and then take the opportunity
of putting the whalebone, so daubed with bird-lime, into
the till of the counter, which brings up any single piece of
money that sticks to it. After which, to give no mistrust,
they buy some small matter, and pay the man with a pig
of his own sow.
Hall also went with some of his wicked associates upon
the " running smobble," which is this: one of them goes into
a shop and, pretending to be drunk, after some troublesome
behaviour puts out the candles, and taking away what-
ever comes first to hand he runs off, whilst another flings
handfuls of dirt and nastiness into the mouth and face of the
person that cries out " Stop thief! " thus putting him or her
into a sudden surprise, and giving them an opportunity
of going off without apprehending.
Jack Hall, Stephen Bunce and Dick Low, going upon
an enterprise at Hackney about twelve of the clock at
night, by the help of their betties and short crows made
a forcible entry into the house of one Clare, a baker, whose
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